
My dear Friends, 
 
In the months prior to lock down I found myself attending lots of meetings discussing the 
plans for VE Day 75th anniversary commemorations. In my role as Honorary Chaplain to the 
City Council and Lord Lieutenant, I met with colleagues from the City and Welsh 
Government, the Royal Navy, Army, Royal Air Force, Royal British Legion and musicians and 
performers to arrange a variety of events. There was to be an open air drumhead service 
with a march past and fly past in the Oval Basin on Friday 8 May. The Saturday was to see a 
family picnic event in the Castle and at the Arms Park a rugby match between the Cardiff 
Blues and the RAF. On Sunday a national service of thanksgiving was to be held in Llandaff 
Cathedral. These major public events were to be accompanied by local community activities 
which would have attracted many of us in our parishes. Sadly all of these are now cancelled 
owing to the current crisis.  
 
Some of you will remember VE Day in 1945. Walter and Valerie Oaten of St Edwards recall 
their experiences. Walter found a trumpet and like the Pied Piper led a crowd of children in 
celebration through Roath Park. There was much rejoicing at the end of the war in Europe, 
but the conflict in Japan went on. There were of course those whose joy was tempered 
because they had lost loved ones in that war both overseas and at home as a result of 
bombing. This reminds us of the dilemma that we have in remembering war anniversaries, 
sadness at loss but relief at the coming of peace. As we discussed the potential Cardiff 
events planned for this year, many of us felt that we should emphasise hope for the future 
and the young were to play a major part.  
 
Now our commemorations will be shared through television and radio, and online. We might 
be doing this at home if we live with others. The sacrifices that people make at this time are 
very different from those of 1939/45 but nevertheless require bravery and determination. 
We continually give thanks for all key workers who are doing so much in essential services at 
this time to care for us. We also remember those who have lost their lives. The spirit of 
those who were around at VE Day should also inspire us and guide us now as they had hope 
for the future and began again after the war to rebuild our nation.  
 
For those of us who share the Christian Faith we are always reminded at this time that we 
are an Easter people. The message of the Resurrection is one of hope for the future, of new 
life and new beginnings. As we give thanks for the last 75 years let us also hope and pray 
that we will be given strength and courage to face the future with optimism even in the face 
of the challenges before us.  
 
Hoping that you and your loved ones remain safe and well.  
 
Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  
 
The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff. 
Tel 07794157604/ 02920487854. 
 


